
EXEGETICAL HANDBOOK
of the New Testament

by DOC

CONTENTS

TENSES 9
The Present Tense 10

Descriptive Progressive Present 10
Continuative Progressive Present 10
Enduring Progressive Present 10
The Customary Present 11
The Iterative Present 11
The Aoristic Present 11
The Futuristic Present 11
The Historical Present 11
The Tendential Present 11
The Static Present 11

The Imperfect Tense 12
The Progress Imperfect of Description 12
The Progressive Imperfect of Duration 12
The Customary Imperfect 12
The Iterative Imperfect 13
The Tendential Imperfect 13
The Voluntative Imperfect 13
The Inceptive Imperfect 13

The Future Tense 14
The Predictive Future 15
The Progressive Future 15

�1



The Imperative Future 15
The Deliberative Future 15
The Gnomic Future 15

The Aorist Tense 16
The Constative Aorist 16
The Ingressive Aorist 16
The Culminative Aorist 16
The Gnomic Aorist 16
The Epistolary Aorist 17
The Dramatic Aorist 17

The Perfect Tense 18
The Intensive Perfect 18
The Consummative Perfect 18
The Iterative Perfect 18
The Dramatic Perfect 19

The Pluperfect Tense 20
The Intensive Pluperfect 20
The Consummative Pluperfect 20
The Iterative Pluperfect 20
The Dramatic Pluperfect 20

The Future Perfect 21
The Tense of the Participle 22

Antecedent Action 22
Simultaneous Action 22
Subsequent Action 22
The Periphrastic Present Participle 22
The Periphrastic Imperfect Participle 22
The Periphrastic Future Participle 22

MOODS 23
The Indicative Mood 23

The Declarative Indicative 23

�2



The Interrogative Indicative 23
The Cohortative Indicative 23
The Potential Indicative of Condition 23
The Potential Indicative of Impulse 23
The Potential Indicative of Obligation 23

The Subjunctive Mood 24
The Hortatory Subjunctive 24
The Subjunctive of Prohibition 24
The Deliberative Subjunctive 24
The Subjunctive of Emphatic Negation 24
The Potential Subjunctive 24

The Optative Mood 25
The Voluntative Optative 25
The Potential Optative 25
The Deliberative Optative 25

The Imperative 26
The Imperative of Command 27
The Imperative of Prohibition 27
The Imperative of Entreaty 27
The Imperative of Permission 27

The Infinitive 28
The Verbal Infinitive of Purpose 28
The Verbal Infinitive of Result 29
The Verbal Infinitive of Antecedent Time 29
The Verbal Infinitive of Contemporaneous Time 29
The Verbal Infinitive of Subsequent Time 29
The Verbal Infinitive of Cause 29
The Verbal Infinitive of Command 29
The Substantive Infinitive as Subject 29
The Substantive Infinitive as Object 30
The Substantive Infinitive as Indirect Object 30
The Substantive Infinitive as Instrument 30

�3



The Substantive Infinitive as Apposition 30
The Substantive Infinitive as Modifier 30

The Participle 31
The Attributive Adjectival Participle 31
The Predicate Adjectival Participle 31
The Substantive Adjectival Participle 31
The Restrictive Adjectival Participle 31
The Telic Adverbial Participle 32
The Temporal Adverbial Participle 32
The Causal Adverbial Participle 32
The Conditional Adverbial Participle 32
The Concessive Adverbial Participle 32
The Instrumental Adverbial Participle 32
The Modal Adverbial Participle 32
The Complementary Adverbial Participle 33
The Adverbial Participle of Attendant Circumstances 33
The Adverbial Participle of Command 33

THE CASES 34
Nominative 35

The Subject Nominative 35
The Predicate Nominative 35
The Nominative of Appellation 35
The Independent Nominative 35
The Nominative of Exclamation 35

Vocative 36
The Vocative of Direct Address 36

Genitive 37
The Genitive of Description 37
The Genitive of Possession 37
The Genitive of Relationship 37
The Adverbial Genitive of Time 38

�4



The Adverbial Genitive of Place 38
The Adverbial Genitive of Reference 38
The Subjective Genitive of Action Nouns 38
The Objective Genitive of Action Nouns 38
The Genitive of Apposition 38
The Partitive Genitive 39
The Genitive Absolute 39

Ablative 40
The Ablative of Separation 40
The Ablative of Source 40
The Ablative of Means 40
The Ablative of Comparison 40

Dative 41
The Dative of Indirect Object 41
The Date of Advantage 41
The Dative of Possession 41
The Dative of Reference 41

Locative 42
The Locative of Place 42
The Locative of Time 42
The Locative of Sphere 42

Instrumental 43
The Instrumental of Means 43
The Instrumental of Cause 43
The Instrumental of Manner 43
The Instrumental of Measure 43
The Instrumental of Association 43
The Instrumental of Agency 43

Accusative 44
The Accusative of Direct Object 44
The Adverbial Accusative of Measure 44

�5



The Adverbial Accusative of Manner 44
The Adverbial Accusative of Reference 44
The Cognate Accusative 45
The Double Accusative 45
The Accusative Absolute 45
The Accusative of Oaths 45

PREPOSITIONS 46
ἀνά 46
ἀντί 46
ἀπό 46
διά 47
ἐκ 47
εἰς 47
ἐν 47
ἐπί 48
κατά 48
μετά 48
παρά 48
περί 48
πρό 49
πρός 49
σύν 49
ὑπερ 49
ὑπό 49

CONJUNCTIONS 50
ἀλλά 50
ἄρα 50
ἄχρι 50
γάρ 50
δέ 50
διό 50
διότι 50

�6



ἐάν 51
εἰ 51
ἐπεί 51
ἐπειδή 51
ἳνα 51
καί 51
μέντοι 51
ὓπως 51
ὃτε 52
ὃτι 52
οὖν 52
πλήν 52
πρίν 52
πε 52
τοίνυν 52
ὡς 52
ὣστε 53

CLAUSES 54
Relative Clauses 54
Causal Clauses 55
Local Clauses 56
Temporal Clauses 57
Purpose Clause 59
Result Clauses 60
Conditional Clauses 61
Concessive Clauses 63
Substantival Clauses 64

EXEGESIS FORM 66
Passage in NASB 66
Passage in Greek 66
Context 66
Greek Word Studies 66

�7



Parsing of Verbs 67
Pronouns 68
Conjunctions 69
Clauses 69
Sentence Diagrams 70
Outline 71
Translation 71
Paraphrase 71

�8



TENSES
The verb in Greek is supremely developed, with primary emphasis on the 
kind of action and secondarily on the time of action. The distinctions 
of past, present, and future are, in Greek, only operative in the 
indicative mood where the aspect of time is really about what kind of 
progress is involved in the action: continuous action, completed 
action, or an action regarded simply as occurring without reference to 
its progress (aorist which comes from the Greek word ἀόριστος, 
“undefined.”

Continuous Action
Present Indicative
Imperfect Indicative
Regular Future Indicative
Periphrastic Future Indicative (μέλλω plus the infinitive)

Completed Action
Perfect Indicative (the completed action viewed from 
present time)
Pluperfect Indicative (the completed action viewed from the 
past)
Future Perfect Indicative (the completed action viewed from 
the future)

Action Simply Occurring
Aorist Indicative (only in the past; there are no present 
or future aorists)
The characteristic aorist sense is best seen in the other 
moods. For example,

aorist infinitive “to be doing”
perfect infinitive “to have done”
regular infinitive “to do”
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The Present Tense
The Present generally represents progression as linear, in the 
indicative but also especially in the potential moods which by nature 
do not need a punctiliar tense (there the aorist serves as the 
punctiliar sense since they have no temporal significance). Since 
there is no aorist for the present, the present tense must represent 
both linear and punctiliar senses. The time element, really belonging 
to the indicative mood instead of any tense, is secondary to the sense 
of the present tense. The present tense is actually the imperfect of 
present time as the imperfect is the imperfect tense of past time. It 
is the progressive force of the present tense that is primary. All 
this is affected by the meaning of the verb and the context.

There are three uses of the present tense that are especially 
progressive:

The Progressive Present

This use of the Present signifies action in progress or in 
persistence and is related to present time in the 
Indicative Mood. The Present Progressive has three points 
of view:

Descriptive Progressive Present

This use describes what is now happening. It might be called the 
pictorial present.
“Our lamps are going out.”

Continuative Progressive Present

This use describes, like the perfect tense, the continuation of 
existing results, referring to a fact that occurred in the past 
but emphasizing its present reality.
“He hears that she has moved.”
(Different emphasis than the perfect, “He has heard…”)

Enduring Progressive Present

This use represents that which began in the past and continues in 
the present. It is generally associated with an adverb of time 
and is often best translated by the English perfect tense.
“You are with me from the beginning.” Better translated, “You 
have been with me from the beginning,” or by the paraphrase, “At 
every point since I called you, you are with me.”
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The Customary Present

This use denotes that which habitually occurs. The time element is 
remote since the act is assumed to be true in the past or future as 
well as the present.
“So every good tree bears good fruit.”

The Iterative Present
This use describes something that recurs at successive intervals and 
is sometimes called the present of repeated action.
“I die daily.”

There are five other uses of the Present:

The Aoristic Present

This use represents a present fact without reference to its progress. 
The Aorist tense does this in past time. The Present tense must do it 
in present time and sets forth an event as now occurring.
“Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals thee.”

The Futuristic Present

This use denotes an event which has not yet occurred but which is 
regarded as so certain that it may be contemplated as already having 
come to pass.
“The axe is laid at the root of the trees.”

The Historical Present

This use views a past event with the vividness of present occurrence.
“And when it was evening, He comes with the twelve.” In Semitic verbs, 
the time relationship is indicated by context rather than inflectional 
forms. Perhaps that influence is present in the NT.

The Tendential Present

This use describes action that is intended or proposed but is not 
actually taking place, representing that which is intended or inclined 
to occur.
“For which of these works are you stoning me?”

The Static Present

This use represents a condition assumed to be perpetually present or 
existing, in verbs of being.
“All things remain as they were from the beginning.”
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The Imperfect Tense
The Imperfect is a sort of auxiliary to the Present in the 
Indicative functioning to describe continuous progressive action 
in the past and is built on the present stem. It is a sort of 
moving picture show of the progress of past action in contrast to 
the aorist which tells the simple story. It dwells in the course 
of events. The Progressive tense denotes an incomplete action, 
one that is in its course and not yet brought to its accomplish-
ment. It is exclusively an Indicative tense, so the time element 
is most prominent. Whereas the Perfect denotes which indicates 
process with the continuity of its results, and whereas the 
Aorist denotes the fact of a past event without regard to its 
process, the Imperfect focuses exclusively on the past process 
without regard to the continuity of its results. The Imperfect 
fails to imply the attainment of the action’s end.

There is no tense in Greek that requires and repays more care in 
interpretation than the Imperfect. It is not the same as the 
English continuous past.

Its uses are parallel to the uses of the Present.

The Progressive Imperfect emphasizes the progress of the 
action and can be thought of from two points of view:

The Progress Imperfect of Description

This use vividly presents the scene pictorially as a series of 
frames in a movie.
“And many rich people were casting in much.”

The Progressive Imperfect of Duration

This use describes the action as having continued in past time 
and reached the time of the context without inferring whether or 
not the process has been completed (the pluperfect). It might 
also describe the progress of parallel events in their motions. 
This tense can be translated into English via our imperfect, 
perfect, or past perfect tenses.
“In the meantime, His disciples had asked him…”

The Customary Imperfect

This use denotes that which regularly or ordinarily occurred in the 
past, signified in English by “used to.”
“And the multitudes used to ask him questions.
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The Iterative Imperfect

This use describes action as recurring in past time, signified in 
English by “kept on.”
“They kept on picking the best seats.”

Since the Imperfect describes past process without any implication of 
the attainment of the action, there are three additional uses that 
vary based on viewpoint:

The Tendential Imperfect

This use describes a past process that was about to be attempted 
but was not attained.
“They were going to name him Zacharias after his father.”

The Voluntative Imperfect

This use expresses the past process of a wish that is yet to be 
attained.
“Indeed, I myself have been rather wanting to hear him.”

The Inceptive Imperfect

This use focuses on the initial movement of the process.
“Having sat down, He went to teaching the multitudes.”
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The Future Tense
A Note on Translating Shall and Will:

Shall and Will in the Future Tenses (future, future 
progressive, future perfect, and future perfect 
progressive) in English:

General Futurity:
I, we shall
you, you (pl) will
he, she, it, they will

Questions
Shall I, we?
Will you, you (pl)?
Will he, she, it, they?

Emphasis or Command/Prohibition
I, we will
you, you (pl) shall
he, she, it, they shall

And in Habitual Action or Certainty
I, we will
you, you (pl) will
he, she, it, they will

Past Tense
I left Denver and should (would is OK) never 
return.
He left Denver and would never return.
It seemed that it would rain.

Subjunctive
I would apologize if I saw him. (pure 
conditional)
I should apologize if I see him. (optative)
You would apologize if you saw him. (pure 
conditional)
You should apologize if you see him. (optative)

Should have is past tense of shall.
Would have is past tense of will.

In the present tense both should and would mean ought.
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Unlike the present and imperfect which both focus on the progress 
of the action, denotes the time of the action as future while 
being indefinite as to progress or continuance (an aoristic 
tense) since all future events are by nature uncertain from the 
perspective of the present.

There is a periphrastic form of the Future using μέλλω and the 
Infinitive, but it more emphatic in force than the future and 
contemplates the action as not just in the future but imminent,
“He is about to…”

The Predictive Future

This use predicts an event expected to occur in the future. It has a 
pronounced aorist or punctiliar force.
“He will teach you all things.”

The Progressive Future

This use is required by context or the nature of the verb.
“In this I rejoice, yea, I will continually rejoice.”

The Imperative Future

This use expresses a command since commands necessarily involve 
futurity. The Ten Commandments are so expressed.
“And you will call his name John.”

The Deliberative Future

This use expresses questions of uncertainty, either real questions or 
rhetorical questions that are really direct assertions.
“Lord, to whom shall we go?”

The Gnomic Future

This use states a fact or performance that is rightly expected, a kind 
of third-person imperative.
“For each shall bear his own burden.”
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The Aorist Tense
The Aorist is the most prevalent and important Greek tense. The 
fundamental sense of the Aorist is to denote action simply as 
occurring, without reference to progress or continuity. ἀόριστος 
means “indefinite” or “unlimited.” It has no inherent time 
significance, and its time relations are found only in the 
indicative. Its true significance is best seen in the potential 
moods.

The Constative Aorist

This use contemplates the past action in its entirety, gathering the 
occurrence, regardless of its duration, into a single whole. This is 
the base unmodified force of the aorist. The Constative Aorist may 
refer to a momentary action, a fact or action extended over a period 
of time, or a succession of actions or events.
“The temple was built in 46 years.”

The Ingressive Aorist

This use regards the past action at its beginning and is commonly used 
with verbs signifying a state or condition. It denotes the entrance 
into that state or condition.
“For your sake He became poor.”

The Culminative Aorist

This use views the event in its entirety from the perspective of its 
existing results, usually with verbs signifying effort or process. 
This form of the aorist indicates the attainment of the end of the 
effort or process. It can be translated by the English perfect tense 
when it affects a situation present to the writer.
“For I have learned to be content.”

There are three other uses of the Aorist that are rhetorical 
applications of the base meaning of the tense.

The Gnomic Aorist

This use describes a generally accepted fact or truth that is fixed in 
its certainty and axiomatic. In English it would be translated by the 
present tense.
“It is the normal disposition of those who are Christ’s to crucify the 
flesh” (Gal 5:24)
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The Epistolary Aorist

This use states as past an activity that may be present or future to 
the readers. It is often translated by the present tense in English.
“The more quickly therefore I am sending him.”

The Dramatic Aorist

This use applies to a present reality the certitude of a past event as 
a device for emphasis, commonly used for a state that has just been 
accomplished or realized or is on the point of being accomplished.
“Now is the Son of Man glorified.”
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The Perfect Tense
This is the tense of completed action. Its basal significance is the 
progress of an act or state to a point of culmination and the 
existence of its finished results. It views actions as finished 
products. It looks at both ends of the action. It implies a process 
but views that process as having reached its consummation and existing 
in a finished state. In the Indicative, it signifies action as 
complete from the point of view of the present time. There is a 
reason for the perfect whenever it occurs. The Greek Perfect Tense is 
not coextensive with the English perfect. The Greek Perfect includes 
a broad swath of the English simple past tense and does not include 
all of the meanings of the English perfect. The different uses of the 
Perfect depend upon whether the focus is on the completion of the 
past action or on the continuance of its finished results.

The Intensive Perfect

This use is the tense of the “finished product,” emphasizing the 
existing results. This is the way Greek presents an emphatic fact or 
condition. It is the strong way of saying a thing is. Since there is 
no exact equivalent in English, there is no way to give it an exact 
translation. Often translated with the English present tense, the 
Intensive Perfect is stronger than any English expression and stronger 
than any other Greek expression. It can be expressed in English, but 
not with a single verb form. It often requires paraphrasing.
“But he who doubts stands condemned if he eats.”
(“But he who doubts has already been condemned and is then 
in a state of condemnation if he eat.”)

The Consummative Perfect

This use focuses on the completed action, not on the lasting results. 
It is the consummation of the process, not the continuing state of the 
results, that is denoted, although the existing result is still in 
sight, otherwise the writer would have used the Culminative Aorist 
which focuses on the completed action only. Here it is not just the 
process that is the focus, but a consummated process. The difference 
between the Culminative Aorist and the Consummative Perfect lies in 
the latter’s inclusion of the lasting results, de-emphasized as it may 
be. That sense is entirely missing from the Aorist.
“You have filled Jerusalem with your teachings.”

The Iterative Perfect

This use describes the past process as one of recurring intervals 
instead of steady progress, and these recurring actions have 
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established a certain result. The stress is upon the completed action, 
but that action is iterative.
“Certainly I have not taken advantage of you through any of those I 
have sent you, have I?”

The Dramatic Perfect

This use is a rhetorical application of the Perfect. Since the Perfect 
describes an existing state, it may be used to describe a fact in an 
unusually vivid and realistic way. The Historic Present and the 
Dramatic Aorist are similarly used, but the Perfect is even more 
forceful. The emphasis is on the results.
“Having gone out, he sold all that he had.”
The Dramatic Perfect here emphasizes the haste and eagerness with 
which the man sought to secure for himself the rich treasure he had 
found. We would say in English, “He goes out, and the first thing you 
know he’s sold everything he has.”
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The Pluperfect Tense
The Pluperfect Tense is the Perfect Indicative of past time, so its 
uses are the same as the Perfect. Both the action and the results of 
the action have been completed in a past time indicated by the 
context.

The Intensive Pluperfect

This use lays emphasis on the existing results, pointing to the 
reality of the fact providing more force than the aorist. However, the 
only device for translating it into English is the simple past.
“Two men stood by them.” Acts 1:10

The Consummative Pluperfect

This use focuses on the completion of the action at a past time 
indicated by the context.
“For the Jews had already agreed.”

The Iterative Pluperfect

This use has only one occurrence in the NT (Luke 8:29).

The Dramatic Pluperfect

This use does not occur at all in the NT since the Perfect is fully 
adequate for this purpose.
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The Future Perfect
The Future Perfect is rare in the NT, and its uses are parallel to 
those of the Perfect.
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The Tense of the Participle
Antecedent Action

If the action of the Participle precedes the action of the main verb, 
the Aorist or Perfect Tense is used in the Participle.

Simultaneous Action

If the action of the Participle is contemporaneous with the action of 
the main verb, the Present Tense is used in the Participle.

Subsequent Action

If the action of the Participle is subsequent to the action of the 
main verb, the Future Tense is used in the Participle.

The Periphrastic Present Participle

This form uses the Present of εἰμί with the Present Participle, as in I 
am running.

The Periphrastic Imperfect Participle

This is the most common periphrastic use of the Participle in the NT. 
The Present Participle is used with the Imperfect of εἰμί.

The Periphrastic Future Participle

This is formed by using the Present Participle and the Future of εἰμί.
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MOODS
The Indicative Mood
The Indicative is the sole Mood of Actuality. It is declarative, 
denoting simple assertion or interrogation. It sees things as certain.

The Declarative Indicative

This is the base use of the Indicative Mood. It is a statement of 
simple fact.
“In the beginning was the Word.”

The Interrogative Indicative

The viewpoint of the question is based in its reality. It assumes that 
there is an actual fact that may be stated as the answer.
“What do you seek?”

The Cohortative Indicative

The future tense is sometimes used with the Indicative to express a 
command. The Ten Commandments are so expressed.
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

The Potential Indicative

The indicative can include the idea of contingency. This is indicated 
by ἂν, the nature of the verbal idea, or by the context, so it may be 
associated with three ideas:

The Potential Indicative of Condition

Use of ἂν. This is Indicative.
“If you had been here, he would not have died.”

The Potential Indicative of Impulse

The verbal idea can refer to a condition.
“For I could wish to be accursed.”

The Potential Indicative of Obligation

“We ought to be here before you.”
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The Subjunctive Mood
The Subjunctive is the first of the three Moods of Possibility. It 
views something as contingent on certain existing and known conditions 
and regards the occurrence as objectively possible.

The Hortatory Subjunctive

This use employs the first person plural to exhort others to join the 
speaker in some act or condition.
“ Let us hold fast our confession.”

The Subjunctive of Prohibition

The second or third person Aorist Subjunctive expresses prohibition or 
negative entreaty.
“Lead us not into temptation.”

The Deliberative Subjunctive

This use occurs when a question is asked without the assumption that 
there is an answer in actual fact. It often represents deliberation or 
is used as a rhetorical device (the Rhetorical Question).
“What shall I say to you?”

The Subjunctive of Emphatic Negation

οὐ μὴ with the subjunctive
“And they shall not possibly escape.”

The Potential Subjunctive

The Subjunctive may be used in object or conditional clauses.
“I charge you that you guard these things.”
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The Optative Mood
The Optative is the second of the three Moods of Possibility. It 
conceives the action as possible without reference to existing 
conditions and regards the occurrence as subjectively possible. If the 
Subjunctive is the mood of mild contingency, the Optative is the mood 
of strong contingency. There is no definite anticipation of 
realization. The action is presented only as conceivable.

The Voluntative Optative

The Optative is the regular form for verbs that express the idea of 
wishing. The negative wish is often μή γένοιτο.
“May the Lord guide your hearts.”

The Potential Optative

The Optative can serve in a clause that implies a condition. This use 
employs ἂν.
“What would he wish to say?” Fully expressed, this Potential Optative 
would be, “What would he wish to say, if he could say anything?” 
expressing the implied condition from the context.

The Deliberative Optative

If there is an unusually doubtful attitude of mind, the Optative can 
be used in indirect rhetorical questions.
“She was pondering what manner of salutation this might be.”
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The Imperative
The Imperative is the third of the three Moods of Possibility. It 
views the action as possible by means of exercising the will of an 
intermediary agent and is conditional on the response of that agent. 
The action is viewed as volitionally possible.

COMMANDS AND PROHIBITIONS

In the future tense

Future Indicative (often used in the LXX — Each of the Ten 
Commandments is given this way)
“You shall love your neighbor.”

In the aorist tense

Prohibitions with aorist subjunctive forbid in advance
Second person
“And greet no one along the way.”

Prohibitions with aorist subjunctive or imperative
Third person

Prohibitions in the Aorist Subjunctive forbid a thing 
before it has begun, meaning to never do the thing.

Prohibitions in the Present Imperative forbid the 
continuance of an act, meaning to quit doing the 
thing.

Commands with the aorist imperative indicate an action that 
is either transient or instantaneous.
“Take up your cross [at once, aorist] and follow me 
[continuously, present].”

In the present tense

Commands with the present imperative indicate repeated or 
continuing action.
“Follow me.” Every time Jesus gave this command, He used 
the present imperative, meaning Start right now and keep on 
following Me.
“Start now and keep on asking, keep on seeking, and keep on 
knocking.”
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Prohibitions with the present imperative mean to stop an 
action found to be in progress at the time of the 
prohibition.
“Stop judging, lest you be judged.”
“Stop weeping.”

Prohibitions in the Aorist Subjunctive forbid a thing 
before it has begun, meaning to never do the thing.

Prohibitions in the Present Imperative forbid the 
continuance of an act, meaning to quit doing the 
thing.

In ordinary communication intellect touches intellect. In the 
Imperative, will reaches out to will. The Imperative expresses neither 
possibility nor probability but only intention.

In Classical Greek, the Imperative was never addressed to a superior. 
But in the NT, it is commonly used in a wide variety of situations 
because the commands ultimately come from the One who “taught with 
authority.”

The Imperative of Command

The degree of authority and the likelihood of compliance can vary.
“Love your enemies.”

The Imperative of Prohibition

The Imperative is used to express negative commands.
“It is I; be not afraid.”

The Imperative of Entreaty

The Imperative need not always convey the finality of command. It can 
be used in an urgent request.
“Increase your faith.”

The Imperative of Permission

The Imperative, when used in a situation where there is manifest 
inclination to do what is commanded or an expressed desire to do so, 
can express consent along with the command.
“But if the unbeliever depart, let him depart.”
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The Infinitive
The Infinitive is technically not a Mood. In the Infinitive, the noun 
and verb stand the same ground. Infinitives can be translated by 
action nouns but are better translated by verbal substantives. 
Although called a Mood, the Infinitive is strictly a verbal noun. It 
is often modified by an adjective and follows a preposition, as any 
noun could.

As a Noun As a Verb

can have case relations has voice
can follow a preposition has tense
can be subject or object can take an object
can modify other words
takes the article
can be qualified by adjectives

The infinitive has the same varieties of use with the article as 
without the article, as the writer decides whether the situation is 
specific or more general. With prepositions the Infinitive always has 
an article.

In its verbal sense, the infinitive may be either of the present tense 
or the aorist tense. The aorist infinitive denotes that which is 
eventual or particular. The present infinitive indicates a condition 
or process.

πιστεῦσαι is to exercise faith on a given occasion.
πιστεύειν is to be a believer.

δουλεῦσαι is to render a service.
δουλεύειν is to be a slave.

ἁμαρτεῖν is to commit a sin.
ἁμαρτάνειν is to be a sinner.

The Verbal Infinitive

The Verbal Infinitive of Purpose

This use expresses the aim of the action denoted by the finite 
verb. Purpose may be expressed by the Infinitive alone, the 
Infinitive with τοῦ, the Infinitive with a preposition such as είς 
or πρός, or with ὣστε or ὡς.
“And we have come to worship Him.”
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The Verbal Infinitive of Result

This use signifies not the purpose but the result of that 
purpose. Result may be expressed by the simple Infinitive, the 
Infinitive with τοῦ, the Infinitive with the preposition είς. Most 
frequently it is found with ὣστε. It may reflect actual results, 
conceived or assumed results, or intended results (almost a 
purpose Infinitive).

The Verbal Infinitive of Time serves the same function as a 
temporal clause. Its temporal significance comes from the context 
or from being combined with a preposition or a particle. There 
are three time viewpoints:

The Verbal Infinitive of Antecedent Time

“Before the cock crow twice…”

The Verbal Infinitive of Contemporaneous Time

Uses ὲν τῶ
“As he was sowing…”

The Verbal Infinitive of Subsequent Time

Uses μετὰ τό
“After I have risen…”

The Verbal Infinitive of Cause

Uses διά
“Immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil.”

The Verbal Infinitive of Command

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.”

The Substantive Infinitive

When the Infinitive serves a noun function it can be the subject, 
object, indirect object, instrument, appositive, or adjective.

The Substantive Infinitive as Subject

“To will is present in me.”
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The Substantive Infinitive as Object

“And they sought to lay hold of Him.”

The Substantive Infinitive as Indirect Object

It functions like a dative noun expressing that for which or with 
reference to which the action or state of the verb is performed 
or exists.
“My sister has been leaving me to serve alone.”

The Substantive Infinitive as Instrument

It modifies and refines the verbal idea.
“Why do you tempt God by putting a yoke on the disciples’ necks?”

The Substantive Infinitive as Apposition

“Your sanctification is to abstain from fornication.”

The Substantive Infinitive as Modifier

“He gave them the right to become children of God.”
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The Participle
The Participle is technically not a Mood; like the Infinitive, it is a 
verbal substantive. While the Infinitive maintained itself as a noun, 
the Participle serves as an adjective or adverb.

Adjectival Participles

In the Ascriptive Adjectival Participle, the Participle ascribes 
some fact, quality, or characteristic to the substantive.

The Attributive Adjectival Participle

It may be in attributive relation to the substantive.
τὸν χρόνον τοὺ φαινομένου
“the time of the appearing”

The Predicate Adjectival Participle

It may be in the predicate after a verb of being.
ἢμην ἀγνοούμενος
“I was unknown”

The Substantive Adjectival Participle

It may serve as a substantive, unaccompanied by a noun, 
with or without an article.
ὁ φοβούμενος αὐτὸν
“The one fearing him”

In the Restrictive Adjectival Participle, the Participle may 
specially define a noun which it qualifies. It may be translated 
as a restrictive clause. While the Ascriptive Participle assigns 
a quality to the noun, the Restrictive Participle denotes its 
distinctiveness.

The Restrictive Adjectival Participle

This use of the Participle marks out the particular identity of 
the noun or substantive.
οὖτός ἐστιν ὁ ἄρτος ὁ ἐκ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ κατεβαίνω. 
“This is the bread which comes down from heaven.”
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Adverbial Participles

Here the participle modifies the verb and is anarthrous. While this 
form may often be translated by an adverbial clause, it is really not 
a clause because the participle still retains some of its adjectival 
nature. Although the examples below employ adverbial clauses, it is 
often better to translate with an English participle to better give 
the sense.

The Telic Adverbial Participle

Here the participle is used to denote purpose.
“Let us see if Elijah comes in order to save Him.”

The Temporal Adverbial Participle

In this use the participle functions as a temporal clause and may be 
translated with when, after, or while.
“And when they saw the star they rejoiced.”

The Causal Adverbial Participle

Here the participle identifies the ground of action of the main verb. 
It may be translated with because or since.
“They received Him because they had seen all that He did.”

The Conditional Adverbial Participle

A participle may function as the protasis of a conditional sentence.
“From which, if you keep yourselves, you will do well.”

The Concessive Adverbial Participle

In translating this use, though is often used.
“For if, though we were enemies, we were reconciled to God…”

The Instrumental Adverbial Participle

Here the participle indicates the means by which the action of the 
main verb is accomplished.
“She brought much gain by soothsaying.”

The Modal Adverbial Participle

In this use the participle indicates the manner in which the action of 
the main verb is accomplished.
“John the Baptist appeared preaching.”
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The Complementary Adverbial Participle

Here the participle completes the idea of the action expressed in the 
main verb. It modifies either the subject or the object of the verb 
and agrees with either in case.
οὐ παύομαι εὐχαριστῶν ὑπερ ὑμων.
I do not cease giving thanks for you.

The Adverbial Participle of Attendant Circumstances

Sometimes a participle does not serve any of the above-described 
functions but just expresses some attendant circumstance, some 
additional fact or thought which is best rendered in English with and.
ἐκεῖνοι δὲ ἐξελθόντες ἐκήρθξαν πανταχοῦ.
They went forth and preached everywhere.

The Adverbial Participle of Command

“Let wives be in subjection to their own husbands.”
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THE CASES
Greek has eight cases with four inflectional forms to express the 
following functions of the noun:

First Inflectional Form

As the object that is the focus of the verb’s assertion it is the 
subject and is NOMINATIVE.

Without grammatical relations, as an object of address only, it 
is VOCATIVE.

Second Inflectional Form

When one noun describes the character or relationship of another, 
it is GENITIVE.

As defining the point of departure with verbs of removal or 
derivation it is ABLATIVE.

Third Inflectional Form

If indicating an object of reference or interest, it is DATIVE.

As denoting the position of a object or action, it is LOCATIVE.

If a noun identifies the means of an action, it is INSTRUMENTAL.

Fourth Inflectional Form

A noun may be used to limit or ground an assertion, in which case 
it is ACCUSATIVE.
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Nominative
The Greek verb includes within itself the subject. So, ἐκήρυξε means 
“he preached.” The Nominative case designates who “he” is. Literally, 
ὁ Παῦλος ἐκήρυξε means “He preached, that is, Paul.” The Nominative, 
therefore, is more than the case of the subject of the sentence, it is 
the case of designation.

The Subject Nominative

This use specifies that which produces the action or state of the 
verb.
“The Father loves the Son.”

The Predicate Nominative

In predicate sentences, the Nominative emphatically designates what is 
being referred to by apposition.
“You are our glory.”

The Nominative of Appellation

That names are often, though not always, left in the Nominative 
regardless of grammatical location in the sentence illustrates the 
primary sense of “designation” in the Nominative.
“He drew near to the mount called Olivet.”

The Independent Nominative

In this use an idea is independent of any particular relationship to 
the verb. The expression stands alone in the Nominative, usually with 
some explanatory phrase added. Here the Nominative names an idea 
instead of an object.
“These things which you see, the days shall come.”

The Nominative of Exclamation

The Nominative can be used without the verb when something needs to be 
stressed distinctly.
“Wretched man that I am!”
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Vocative
The Vocative of Direct Address

This is the case of direct address. When addressing someone is 
intended to have special force, the particle ὦ is used as in Matthew 
15:28 (“O woman, your faith is great). The article is used when the 
address is to have special definiteness as in Luke 8:54 (“He, however, 
took her by the hand and called, saying, ‘Child, arise.’”).
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Genitive
This is the case of definition and description. “A scene of beauty” is 
adjectival but carries more force than the simple adjectival phrase “a 
beautiful scene.” The Genitive does more than qualify a noun; it 
specifically identifies the sense in which the noun is to be taken. 
The Genitive gives the essential attribute of the more general noun.

The Genitive, like the Accusative, has a function of limitation. 
However, while the Accusative limits as to extent, the Genitive limits 
as to kind.

Εἰργάσατο τὴν ἡμέραν means “He worked through the day.”
Εἰργάσατο τῆς ὴμέρας means “He worked in day time.”

The Genitive also carries the sense of “contact.” In “the roof of the 
house,” the Genitive carries the distinction of “the roof sitting on 
top of and in contact with the house.” Therefore verbs which have the 
idea of contacting or reaching often take the Genitive. Similarly, 
there are many prepositions related to the idea of contact. These, 
too, take the Genitive. Other verbs that take the Genitive are:

Verbs of Sensation
Verbs of Emotion
Verbs of Sharing
Verbs of Ruling

The Genitive of Description

All Genitives are descriptive. Those in this category would boldly 
stand out as descriptive in essence without shading off into other 
uses.
“John came preaching a baptism of repentance.”

The Genitive of Possession

The descriptive nature of the Genitive means it is used when 
identifying the owner of something.
“one of the boats, which was Simon’s”

The Genitive of Relationship

People, too, can be defined by their relationships. Usually the 
genitive is used while omitting the noun of the relationship. The 
relationship is either previously known or is identified in the 
context.
Ἰησοῦς ὁ Μαρίας “Jesus the [υἱός, son] of Mary”
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The Adverbial Genitive

The Genitive can also define the kind of action involved with a verb 
or to modify an adjective (a frequent use of the adverb). The Genitive 
νθκτός does not refer to activity at night (describing the time) or 
during the night (setting the limits of the time) but night activity 
(describing the kind of activity).

The Adverbial Genitive of Time

The distinction as to kind of time instead of defining a point in 
time is the focus here.
“This one came to Him in the night.”

The Adverbial Genitive of Place

The sense of contact is the focus here, but it is an emphatic 
attribution describing the action specifically by the place in 
which it occurs. λούεσθαι ποταμοῖο means not just bathing in a 
river but river-bathing.

The Adverbial Genitive of Reference

The Genitive can bring focus to adjectives.
ἰσχυρὸς πίστεως means “strong with reference to the matter of 
faith.”

The Genitive with Nouns of Action

The Genitive can indicate the action to which an action noun 
refers.

The Subjective Genitive of Action Nouns

Here the noun in the Genitive Case produces the action.
“The teaching of Jesus.”

The Objective Genitive of Action Nouns

Here the noun in the Genitive receives the action.
“Blasphemy of the Spirit.”

The Genitive of Apposition

Here a noun in the Genitive describes another more general noun.
“The city of Ephesus.”
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The Partitive Genitive

A Genitive noun can describe the whole from which the subject of a 
particular earlier noun came.
“Peter was one of the twelve.”

The Genitive Absolute

This is a noun and a participle in the Genitive Case that are not 
grammatically connected with the rest of the sentence.
“And the demon having been cast out, the dumb man spoke.”
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Ablative
Although this case seldom has its own inflectional form in Indo-
European languages, it has a distinct function: separation, point of 
departure, departure from a location or any relationship. It is 
commonly found with reference to derivation, cause, or origin, any 
alteration of state from the original situation.

Verbs compounded with ἀπό, ἐκ, and pará typically take the Ablative 
when the prepositions bring the sense of separation to the verb. Verbs 
of ceasing, abstaining, missing, lacking, or despairing take the 
Ablative. Verbs about a comparison or a parting use the Ablative.

The Ablative of Separation

“Having been alienated from others.”

The Ablative of Source

Here the original situation contributed in some way to the change of 
state. Whatever is named in the noun modified by the Ablative owes its 
existence to what is named in the Ablative.
“Through the consolation from the Scriptures.”

The Ablative of Means

This use always involves some implication of the source.
“There was a great lamentation by all.”

The Ablative of Comparison

Comparisons involve some degree of separation.
“A servant is not greater than his master.”
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Dative
The Dative Case concerns the person more remotely concerned. It is 
usually used of persons, but it is also found with personified things. 
The root idea is personal interest or reference to personified things.

The Dative of Indirect Object

The indirect object denotes the one for whom or in whose interest the 
action of the verb occurs.
“I will give you all things.”

The Date of Advantage

This is a more specific expression of personal interest. It can be of 
advantage or disadvantage.
“I determined this for myself.”

The Dative of Possession

This also expresses someone’s personal interest in something.
καὶ οὐκ ἦν αὐτοῖς τέκνον
“and they had no child”

The Dative of Reference

Here the force of interest is diminished to mere reference and can be 
rendered “in the interest of” or “with reference to.”
“We died with reference to sin.”
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Locative
More than just meaning “in.” the Locative Case denotes a point within 
limits set by the word and context. It is the case of position. 
Sometimes ἐν with the locative occurs when one would expect εἰς with 
the accusative. This is called the pregnant use of the locative, 
denoting the place or rest or cessation of action after verbs of 
motion or of rest.

The Locative of Place

Here the limits are spatial. This use occurs frequently with 
prepositions but sometimes without.
ὀι μαθηταὶ τῷ πλοιαρίῷ
“The disciples came in the boat”

The Locative of Time

Here the limits are temporal. It signifies a point in time.
καὶ τῇ τρίτῃ ἡμέρα ἐγερθήσεται
And on the third day he will be raised up.

The Locative of Sphere

In this use the location is metaphorical with the limits being 
logical. It confines one idea within the bounds of another.
“You have become babes in hearing.”
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Instrumental
This use makes an association with the means by which something is 
accomplished.

The Instrumental of Means

This use expresses impersonal means. Personal agency is usually 
denoted by ὑπό with the ablative.
ἐξέλαβεν τὰ πνεύματα λόγῳ.
He cast out the spirits with a word.

The Instrumental of Cause

Related to intermediary means is the original factor producing it.
“The city was destroyed by an earthquake.”

The Instrumental of Manner

This expresses the method by which an action is performed.
προφητεύοθσα ἀκατακαλύπτῳ τῇ κεφαλῇ
“prophesying with unveiled head”

The Instrumental of Measure

Here two points in space or time are separated by an intervening 
measure. It is used most frequently of time but may also be used to 
distinguish degrees of difference.
ἱκανῷ Χρόνῳ
“for a long time”

The Instrumental of Association

To have an association, a second party must provide the means for the 
association. That party becomes the instrument of the association. The 
instrument does not have to be another person. Romans 15:27, “they had 
fellowship with you by means of your spiritual benefits”
νεανίσκος τισ σθνηκολούθει αὐτῷ.
“A certain young man followed with Him.” (This is a different thing 
than “following Him.”)

The Instrumental of Agency

Here the sense of agency can be expressed without a preposition. The 
verb will always be passive or middle in voice.
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”
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Accusative
The oldest case in the Greek language and the one with the broadest 
range of uses, the Accusative is more general than the other cases. It 
is the normal oblique case for nouns unless there is a specific reason 
for some other case to be used. As the Genitive is associated with 
nouns, the Accusative is allied with verbs. It relates to action and 
indicates the direction, extent, or end of the action. It therefore 
limits the generality of the verb to something specific. “He gave” 
versus “He gave a book,” or “The man went” versus “The man went to the 
city” [to the city would be Accusative not Dative].

The Accusative of Direct Object

In the Direct Object, a noun receives the action of a transitive verb. 
Many verbs intransitive in English are transitive in Greek.
“I speak truth.”

The Adverbial Accusative

Here, instead of directly serving as the complement of a verb the 
Accusative qualifies it in some indirect or remote way. This is the 
reason many adverbs appear to have Accusative inflections.

The Adverbial Accusative of Measure

The measure may be of time or distance, expressing duration or 
extension better than the Locative could. When the Accusative is 
used to designate a point in time, it is part of a continuous 
period implied by the context.
“He was separated from them about a stone’s throw.”

The Adverbial Accusative of Manner

δωρεὰν ἐλάβετε.
“Freely you have received.”

The Adverbial Accusative of Reference

Here is the qualification of the action using the Accusative. 
When the Accusative is used with the infinitive, it is an 
Adverbial Accusative of Reference used to describe the person 
connected with the action. It is not the “subject of the 
infinitive.”
“who labored for you with reference to many things”
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The Cognate Accusative

Here the Accusative of the direct object contains the same idea as 
that expressed by the verb. The limits set by the Accusative are 
coextensive with those of the verb.
“I have fought the good fight.”

The Double Accusative

Sometimes verbs require more than one object to complement their 
meaning, personal or impersonal objects, direct or predicate objects. 
Many verbs which do not require it take a double object in Greek.
“No longer do I call you servants.”

The Accusative Absolute

Sometimes an accusative, with or without a participle, is explanatory 
without being grammatically connected to the rest of the sentence. It 
is very rare in the NT.
“Since you are expert,…”

The Accusative of Oaths

In the NT, “I adjure” is regularly followed by two Accusatives.
“I adjure you by God, do not torment me.”
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PREPOSITIONS
Prepositions serve to express the relationship between nouns. Its name 
indicates that it usually precedes the position of the noun. Prefixed 
to a word, they add some modification to the word or intensify its 
meaning.They have developed over time into the chief device used to 
distinguish case use. Originally they were adverbs, and are used this 
way occasionally in the NT, modifying verbs instead of nouns. They 
gradually became more associated with nouns until their cases became 
fixed.

Because prepositions often emphasize the noun, their presence 
indicates a different shade of meaning than the noun alone.

Unlike English, prepositions in Greek each express multiple ideas. For 
the meaning in any given setting, a lexicon should be used.

ἀνά

Root Meaning: up
In Compounds: up, back, again, between
Meanings: Accusative: to the number of

ἀντί

Root Meaning: face to face
In Compounds: fact to face
Meanings: Ablative: instead of, against, in exchange for

ἀπό

Root Meaning: off, away from
In Compounds: off, back
Meanings: Ablative: from, by, on account of
Notes: ἐκ means from within, ἀπό means from the edge of, and 

παρά, referring only to persons, means from the source 
of.
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διά

Root Meaning: two (from δύο)
In Compounds: two, between, through
Meanings: Genitive: through

Accusative: because of, for the sake of, by the agency 
of, through the agency of, by means of

Notes: διὰ τί means why

ἐκ

Root Meaning: out of, from within
In Compounds: out of, away (emphasis)
Meanings: Ablative: out of, from within, on (when used with 

right and left), by means of, because of
Notes: ἐκ means from within, ἀπό means from the edge of, and 

παρά, referring only to persons, means from the source 
of.

εἰς

Root Meaning: within, in
In Compounds: into, in
Meanings: Accusative: into, unto, to, for, in, upon, against, 

among, with respect to, with reference to, as 
(equivalence), because of, for the purpose of.

ἐν

Root Meaning: within
In Compounds: within, in, on
Meanings: Locative: (used with words of place) in, on, at, 

within, among
instrumental: with, by means of, besides (used only in 
Luke 5:34), into, because of

Notes: ἐν τῷ means while

�47



ἐπί

Root Meaning: upon
In Compounds: upon, thoroughly (emphasis)
Meanings: Genitive: upon, on, at, by, before, (all emphasizing 

contact)
Locative: upon, on, at, over, before, (all emphasizing 
position)
Accusative: upon, on, up to, to, over, (all 
emphasizing motion or direction), in, against, for, 
after, on account of, in the time of, in addition to

κατά

Root Meaning: down
In Compounds: down
Meanings: Ablative: down from

Genitive: down upon, down, against, throughout, by
Accusative: along, at according to

μετά

Root Meaning: in the mind of
In Compounds: with, after, change
Meanings: Genitive: with

Accusative: after

παρά

Root Meaning: beside
In Compounds: beside, by, along, or to add emphasis
Meanings: Ablative: from (used only with words denoting a 

person)
Locative: by the side of, in the presence of, with, 
before (used only with words denoting a person)
Accusative: to the side of, beside, along, beyond 
(almost never used with words denoting a person)

περί

Root Meaning: around
In Compounds: around, or to add emphasis
Meanings: Genitive: about, concerning, in behalf of, with 

(implying only a general relationship)
Accusative: around, about (implying position around 
something)
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πρό

Root Meaning: before
In Compounds: before
Meanings: Ablative: before, in the name of (only in John 10:8), 

above all (James 5:12 and I Peter 4:8)

πρός

Root Meaning: facing
In Compounds: near, toward, for, or for emphasis
Meanings: Locative: at, to, towards, against, with, for, with 

reference to, pertaining to, on, on account of, or to 
express purpose (with the infinitive)

σύν

Root Meaning: together, with
In Compounds: with, together, or for emphasis
Meanings: Instrumental: together with, with, besides (the 

Instrumental use occurs almost exclusively with 
persons and denotes close fellowship or cooperation)

ὑπερ

Root Meaning: over
In Compounds: over, more than, beyond, or to add emphasis
Meanings: Ablative: for, for the sake of, in behalf of, instead 

of, concerning, with reference to
Accusative: over, above, beyond, more than, and after 
a comparative adjective it can mean than (“sharper 
than”)

ὑπό

Root Meaning: under
In Compounds: under
Meanings: Accusative: under

Ablative: by (agency)
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CONJUNCTIONS
ἀλλά

Adversative: however
Emphatic: certainly

ἄρα

Inferential: therefore
Emphatic: really

ἄχρι

Temporal: until

γάρ

Causal: for
Explanatory: now

δέ

Continuative: and, now
Adversative: but
Explanatory: now
Emphatic: indeed

διό

Inferential: wherefore

διότι

Causal: because
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ἐάν

Conditional: if
Emphatic: ever

εἰ

Conditional: if

ἐπεί

Temporal: when
Causal: since
Conditional: otherwise

ἐπειδή

Temporal: when
Causal: since

ἳνα

Purpose: in order that
Result: so that
Continuative: that

καί

Continuative: and
Adversative: but
Emphatic: even

μέντοι

Adversative: however
Emphatic: indeed

ὓπως

Purpose: in order that
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ὃτε

Temporal: when

ὃτι

Causal: because
Continuative: that

οὖν

Inferential: therefore
Continuative: then, now
Adversative: however
Explanatory: now
Emphatic: really

πλήν

Adversative: nevertheless

πρίν

Temporal: before

πε

Continuative: and

τοίνυν

Inferential: therefore

ὡς

Temporal: when, as
Causal: since
Purpose: in order that
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ὣστε

Result: so that
Inferential: therefore
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CLAUSES
Two or more clauses, none subordinate, makes a compound sentence. When 
one clause is subordinate, makes a complex sentence.

Each clause is connected with another via a connective word. The 
absence of a connective word is asyndeton, frequent in John.

A clause may be the subject or object of a verb = Substantive
A clause may modify a noun = Adjectival
A clause may modify a verb = Adverbial

Relative Clauses

use relative adverbs (where, when, why, in which, at which, on which, 
for which) and relative pronouns connecting a clause or phrase to a 
noun (that, which, whom, who, and whomever, whoever, whichever).

In the Indicative Mood:

Adjectival Clause, limiting or defining a substantive
Causal Clause, denoting the grounds for an assertion
Concessive Clause (although), expressing an opposite idea to the 
main part of the sentence
Simple Condition, supplying the condition’s protasis
Purpose, giving the purpose for the main part of the sentence
Quasi-Subjunctive, see More Probable Condition below

In the Subjunctive Mood:

More Probable Condition, giving the protasis of a more probable 
future condition (relative pronoun + ἄν or ἐάν, or the future 
indicative without ἄν)
Voluntative Result Clause, expressing the intended or 
contemplated result
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Causal Clauses

state the ground or reason for the assertion

Coordinate Causal Clauses, with γαρ when two clauses bear a cause 
and effect relationship

Subordinate Causal Clauses, with ὃτι or some other subordinating 
conjunction

By a subordinating conjunction
By διά with the Articular Infinitive
By the Participle
By a Relative Pronoun

Comparative Clauses, providing description or emphasis

Particles Used

ὡς, καθώς
κατά, καθό, καθότι, καθώσπερ, καθάπερ
ὡσεί, ὣσπερ, ὡσπερεί, ὡσαύτως
ὃσος (only in Hebrews)
ἢ
ὃν τρόπον

Moods Used

Indicative for actuality
Subjunctive for potentiality or contingency

�55



Local Clauses

introduced by a relative adverb of place

ὃπου, οὗ, or ὃθεν

Indicative Mood when the local clause is definite or the action 
took place prior to the writing.
Subjunctive Mood when the action is expected to occur in the 
future (with ἂν or ἐάν)
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Temporal Clauses

limit the verb in relation to time (two ways)

Several particles derived from relative adverbs introduce temporal 
clauses and can also be used as prepositions in phrases.

1. The Limit of the Time

Antecedent Time (time limit is prior to the action of the 
main verb, πρίν

Contemporaneous Time (parallel with the action of the main 
verb) ἓως, ὃτε, ὡς

Subsequent Time (terminus of the action of the main verb) 
ἓως

2. The Nature of the Time

Definite (when)

or

Indefinite (whenever)
Present (indicative with ἂν)
Future (subjunctive with ἂν)

Five Constructions

With the Indicative (when the temporal limitation is 
definite or assumed to be real)
When (ὃτε, ἐπειδή, ὁπότε, ὡς)
Whenever (ὃταν)
While (ἓως, ἓως οὓ, ἓως ὃτου, ἂχρι οὗ, ἐφ᾽ὂσον)
Until (ἓως, ἂχρι, ἂχρι οὗ)
Since (ὡς, ἀφ᾽ οὗ)

With the Subjunctive (when the temporal limit is only 
possible and uncertain as to its realization)
Whenever (ὃταν, ἐπάν, ἡνίκα)
Until (ἓως, ἂχρι, ἂχρι, μέχρι οὗ)

With the Infinitive (when the time is past)
Before (πρίν, πρίν ἢ)

With a Relative Phrase (expressing a temporal idea 
with a relative pronoun and a preposition)
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Mark 2:19 ἐν ᾣ ὁ νυμφίος μετ᾽αὐτῶν ἐστιν (While 
the bridegroom is with them)

With a Participle (a frequent use of the participle is 
to form a temporal clause)

Matthew 14:14 καὶ ἐξελθών can mean “and having 
come forth” or “when he came forth”
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Purpose Clause

expresses the aim of the action of the main verb.

“Daniel went to London to preach the gospel” may have two 
meanings:

1. Daniel’s distinct plan and purpose.
2. The generally anticipated result of his going.
In either meaning, Daniel went and preached.

Purpose in the NT is expressed in six ways.

ἱνα or ὃπως (that, in order that, or with μή for that not, 
lest) with the subjunctive or future.

By the simple infinitive (in order to)

By the infinitive with τοῦ (to the purpose of)

By the accusative articular infinitive with εἰς or πρός (to 
the end that)

By the relative with the future indicative or subjunctive 
(to do or have something)

By the future participle (to be doing)
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Result Clauses

state what is consequent on or results from the main verb. It is often 
difficult to tell whether a clause is Purpose or Result.

By ὣστε with the infinitive (so as to)

By the simple infinitive (to)

By the infinitive with τοῦ (so that)

By the infinitive with εἰς τὸ (so that)

By the indicative with ὃτι and ὣστε (so that)
With the infinitive, ὣστε expresses intended result, but 
with the indicative actual result.

By ἳνα (so that)
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Conditional Clauses

contain a supposition clause (protasis) and a realization clause 
(apodosis) and are classified with respect to the reality of the 
apodosis.

In the simple condition, nothing is implied as to whether the 
reality exists or not.

In the contrary to fact condition, it is implied that this fact 
is uncertain and has not been realized.

In the more probable future condition, there is a belief that 
that the reality is probable. In the less probable future 
condition, the reality is considered as rather unlikely.

Indicative Mood is a statement of fact.
Subjunctive Mood expresses a degree of uncertainty.
Optative Mood expresses even more uncertainty.

Four Classes:

Indicative Mood

REALITY Simple Condition, assumed to be true (can 
have ὀυ)

UNREALITY (ἂν) Contrary to Fact Condition, uncertain (can 
have μή)

Subjunctive or Optative Mood (both can have μή)

PROBABILITY ἐάν/ἂν More Probable Condition, likely 
(Subjunctive, common)

POSSIBILITY (ἂν) Less Probable Condition, not likely 
(Optative, rare)
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   CLASS PROTASIS APODOSIS

1. REALITY εἰ with any indicative tense any mood or tense
“But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.”

2. UNREALITY εἰ only with past indicatives ἂν(usually) any mood/
tense

Unreality in present time has imperfect protasis and imperfect 
apodosis.
“If this man were a prophet, he would know what sort of woman 
this is.”

Unreality in past time has aorist or pluperfect in protasis and 
apodosis.
“If you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

3. PROBABILITY ἐάν with the subjunctive any form of the verb
It always deals with the future.
“And this we will do, if God permit.”

4. POSSIBILITY εἰ with the optative ἂν with the optative
Never used in full form in the NT or LXX.
“Even if you should suffer for righteousness, you are blessed.”

MIXED CONDITIONS
where the apodosis has one condition but the protasis has 

another.

IMPLIED CONDITIONS
in which the apodosis is expressed but the protasis is only 
implied by a participle, an imperative, or a question.

ELLIPTICAL CONDITIONS
where either the protasis or the apodosis is omitted and must be 
supplied from the context.
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Concessive Clauses

indicates the reality of the apodosis despite the protasis.

1. Logical Concession (assumed to be fact)

εἰ καί with the indicative
“Though I grieved you by my letter, I do not regret it.”
(Not translated, “If I grieved you.”)

2. Doubtful Concession (a possibility is proposed)

ἐὰν καί with the subjunctive
“Even though a man be overtaken in a fault, restore him.”
(Not translated, “If a man be overtaken.”)

3. Emphatic Concession (fulfillment is unlikely)

καὶ ἐάν with the subjunctive or εἰ with the indicative
“And if you will receive it, this is Elijah.”

4. Participle

καίπερ with a participle or just the participle alone
“For even though (εἰ γὰρ) we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God.”
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Substantival Clauses

(also called noun clauses) are so related to the main verb of the 
sentence that they function in the capacity of a noun, and they can be 
the subject, the object, or an appositive. All three may be expressed 
with the infinitive, with ὃτι, or with ἳνα.

1. Subjective

with the infinitive
“To write the same things to you is not irksome to me.”

with ὃτι
“Is it not of care to thee that we are perishing?” (a 
substantive participle)

with ἳνα
“My meat is [ἐστιν ινα] to do the will of him that sent me.”

2. Objective

with the infinitive
“I desire, therefore, that men pray [to pray the men].”

with ὃτι
“Seeing that he answered wisely”

with ἳνα or ὃπως
“He asked that [ἳνα] he come down and heal his son.”

with μή after verbs of fearing, warning, or caution
“Beware lest [μή] anyone lead you astray.”

without a conjunction (asyndeton)
“He says to him, See [that] you tell nobody anything.”

3. Appositive

with the infinitive
“Pure religion is this, to visit orphans and widows.”

with ὃτι
“And this is the judgment, that light has come into the 
world.”

with ἳνα
“What then is my reward? That (ἳνα) I while preaching will 
give them the gospel without cost.
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EXEGESIS FORM

Passage in NASB 

Passage in Greek 

Context 

Greek Word Studies 

Word 1:

The Case:

Used here as:

Translation:

Paraphrase:
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Word 2:

The Case:

Used here as:

Translation:

Paraphrase:

etc.

Parsing of Verbs 

Verb 1

Parsing:
The basal meaning of the tense:
How the tense is intended here:
The lexical definition as used:

or Participle 1

The kind of participle:
The time of the action:
Case (if substantival): 
The lexical definition:

Its Mood

Which Mood:
Usage here:
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Verb 2

Parsing:
The basal meaning of the tense:
How the tense is intended here:
The lexical definition as used:

or Participle 2

The kind of participle:
The time of the action:
Case (if substantival): 
The lexical definition:

Its Mood

Which Mood:
Usage here:

etc.

Pronouns 

Pronoun:
The case:
Meanings:
Translation:
Paraphrase:

Pronoun:
The case:
Meanings:
Translation:
Paraphrase:

etc.
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Conjunctions 
Word:
Meaning:

Word:
Meaning:

etc.

Clauses 

Clause in Greek:

Type of clause:

Clause in Greek:

Type of clause:

etc.

�69



Sentence Diagrams 
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Outline 

Translation 

Paraphrase
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